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Table Discussion of scholars in this field in March, 2010. This provided a 
platform for scholars to come together, share their experience and chart out a 
course of action. It was heartening and very encouraging to see the 
enthusiasm and response of scholars at this meet which included specialists 
from different disciplines like literature, history, medicine, theology and 
music. Under the programme for dissemination of knowledge a committee of 
experts was formed to shortlist manuscript for publication by National 
Mission for Manuscripts. It gives me pleasure to share the fact that this was 
the first Expert Committee on Publication to be set up by National Mission 
for Manuscripts. 

The Diwanzadah of Shah Hatim (1699-1784) was recommended by the 
expert committee for publication and is the first in the Prakashika series to 
see the light of the day. It is a work composed in Delhi in the year 1746. Shah 
Hatim is the most respected and celebrated poet of earliest Urdu literature in 
North India. His creativity and awareness of social change is beautifully 
brought out in his writings. His old Diwan composed in the year 1731 is 
considered to be the first Urdu Diwan of Northern India. This was also edited 
and published by Prof. Abdul Haq in 1977 with painstaking efforts. Since 
then he has devotedly worked towards editing Diwanzadah of Shah Hatim 
which is the most comprehensive collection of the poet's work. 

Prof. Abdul Haq is best known for his deep insight in the field of Iqbal 
studies but he has now switched over to the study of classical literature. He 
procured seven existing manuscripts of the Diwanzadah located in several 
collections in different parts of the world. He has minutely edited this work 
from the collection of manuscripts and deserves all appreciation for his 
dedication. This is a remarkable classical work and the way Prof. Haq has 
edited it is a model of research work of high standards. A detailed 
introduction of 100 pages with glossary and index has been added to the text, 
this makes it immensely valuable. It is indeed an honour for the National 
Mission for Manuscripts to publish such an important classical work so 
painstakingly edited by a scholar of repute. 

I look forward to many such publications in the future. 

Dipti S. Tripathl 
Director, NMM 
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FOREWORD 



The present volume Diwanzadah is not only the first Urdu work but the 
first manuscript to be published in the Prakashika series of National Mission 
for Manuscripts. This series has been conceived as a means of bringing to 
light hitherto unpublished manuscripts in different fields. There would be 
three types of publications in this series : 

i) Facsimile of the rare manuscripts/single copy manuscript that would 
become extinct if not saved in this manner. Some rare illustrated 
manuscripts may also be included in the facsimile form. 

ii) Critical edition of manuscripts with detailed introduction and 

iii) Critical edition of manuscripts with introduction, translation and 
annotation. 

Prakashika, as the name suggests, is an effort to bring to light the hidden 
treasure in the form of manuscripts in this country. This will help in making 
this literature easily accessible to scholars and researchers. Freedom and 
convenience of access in turn acts as an impetus to research and further work 
in the field concerned. 

The National Mission for Manuscripts has a mandate to work for 
dissemination of knowledge contained in manuscripts. We have taken up this 
work on a serious note only since 2010. It is heartening to see that with the 
help of dedicated scholars several manuscripts are ready to see the light of 
the day. When I joined National Mission for Manuscripts in January, 2010, 1 
was surprised to see that scant attention had been paid to our heritage of 
Persian, Arabic and Urdu manuscripts in this country. Of course there were 
individual scholars working in this field but planned regular work had not 
been undertaken at an institutional level. The Mission held the first Round 



